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These are strange times we are living in!!!! Lockdown in Ulan-Ude started in early April and lasted for a couple months. We were 
restricted to staying at home and only going out for emergencies or to buy groceries/medicine. The Gustafsons were so kind to 
include me in many of their fun family activities. I’m pretty sure I would have gone insane without them and am thankful that I have 
such great neighbors to share the house with! After a couple weeks, I heard about an organization that helps deliver food to those 
in need. I was able to become a volunteer with this organization and several times a week went out to help deliver medicine to 
people in quarantine. I was thankful for something to do, and for a way to help in the community during the crisis. It was a blessing 
for me, and I’m also very thankful for health all throughout. Many of our ministries were either put on hold or took place virtually. 
Our church services and home group, as well as English clubs, took 
place over Zoom. In June, we were supposed to attend SEND’s Eurasia 
conference in Germany, but it was cancelled and many of the meetings 
have taken place over the past several months via Zoom. In June, the 
restrictions started to loosen up, and since then stores and 
restaurants have re-opened and we are free to travel around the area. 
Our annual 5-day English club at Baikal was cancelled, but we have 
tried to take the opportunity with our extra time to reconnect face-to-
face with friends that we hadn’t been able to see for many months. 
It’s been a quieter summer, with less trips, less ministry, but we still 
see God working. Here’s a couple stories that I’d like to share: 
In early July, a couple of guys (S & B) from our home group planned to 
take a mountain hiking trip to a beautiful part of Buryatia. We invited 
many unbelievers and were hoping to use the opportunity to be able 
to build deeper relationships with them and share Jesus on the trip. 
However, God had different plans - all of the people we invited weren’t 
able to go for one reason or another. A group of 5 of us still decided 
to go. We went to a village where B’s relatives lived - all of whom aren’t 
believers - and stayed the night there. Through his relatives we heard about a couple who also wanted to hike up the mountain at 
the same time, so we invited them to join us. It was cool to see how God orchestrated that all - new relationships were built, and 
we also got to see a new beautiful area of Buryatia! During our stay in the village, B was able to share Jesus with some of his 
relatives and we are praying that the seeds will grow. In spite of changed plans, God is still working. It may be quiet and 
unnoticeable for a while, but He is at work all around us. 
For the past year (before lockdown), we had a ladies group that met at our neighbor’s home. We did some english with them, but 
used it as a safe place to build relationships with some of the ladies in our area. One of the ladies that came is a young single mom. 
We have enjoyed getting to know her and her baby daughter. We could see in her a willingness to share with us her struggles, an 
openness to spiritual things and a desire to “find her path” in regards to religion. In June she moved to the city, but just this 
summer now started coming regularly to our home group, which started meeting again in person last month. My church recently 
had a baptism service and small camping trip at Lake Baikal and I invited L to join us. She was able to hear a lot about Jesus, 
interact with other local believers and be in a positive, Christ-honoring atmosphere. Please pray for L as she continues to think 
about what she has seen and heard in regards to Christ. Pray for her family to be transformed by the power of Jesus. 
So what’s ahead? It is still unknown what fall will bring in regards to COVID, but several of our teammates (including the Gustafson 
family) have left to do their home services this fall, so I and another teammate will be heading up English clubs on our own. I also 
have signed up to take a fitness instructor course online and am looking forward to how God might use this in my life and in future 
ministry. Please pray that this fall, no matter what happens, will be a time of drawing closer to our All-Sufficient and Sovereign God. 
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Beautiful view on our hiking trip! 
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Cultural Tidbits - Social Distancing in Russia
It is interesting hearing about how COVID has influenced different aspects of life in 
America. Let me share a few things about how "social distancing” takes place here. 

Every store has signs on the door to say that everyone 
must wear a mask before entering and that everyone 

must keep a distance of at least 1.5 meters from other 
people. However, upon entering the stores, about only 
half of the people wear masks, and of the half that do 
wear them, they wear them on their chin. People still 
push you to get by in crammed aisles. In spite of tape 
on the floor to show how much space there should be 

between customers who are standing in line, there is no 
more distance between people as when COVID never 
existed. In church, they have marked off every other 

seat, but those x’s get sat upon. Everyone wears masks, 
but as soon as the service ends, everyone exchanges hugs and kisses as they did before 
the pandemic started. Buses continue to cram people into them, birthday and wedding 
parties continue to be held. I admit, I’m thankful for the lax restrictions, and apart from 
no mass meetings, questions about schooling in the fall, and the lack of tourists in UU 
this summer, life seems to continue on as normal. However, I don’t know if life will ever 

fully be the same after COVID. What are your thoughts? 

Prayer & Praise Corner
• Praise God for the ways He is working in and around us & in the world, 

especially during these “strange” times.
• Praise God for the chance to take L to Baikal and that she has heard much 

about Jesus. 
• Praise God for a safe mountain-climbing trip and for the work God did during 

that time.
• Praise God for His grace in uncertain times! 

• Pray for me and Bruce as we head up English ministries this fall. 
• Pray for God to protect me as I live in the house alone, but I’d love prayer 

that someone (or a family) could live on the Gustafson’s side while they are 
in America!

• Pray for open doors for relationships with people in Spring Village and that 
God will lead us to people who are open to spiritual things.

• Pray for God to use the instructor training for His glory in my life & ministry. 
• Pray for my good friend Ch, who moved away to Moscow, and Muslim friend 

(L and her family) who moved to Petersburg, that God will draw them all to 
Himself and bring them in contact with other Jesus followers. 

Pictures from Top to Bottom: 
✦ Camping trip at the “Warm Lakes” - 3 of these ladies I met for the first time. 
✦ Backpacking trip - Our group is ready to go up the mountain. 
✦ My “office” in our yard during quarantine =) 
✦ One of the projects the Gustafson family and I did during the quarantine - we painted 

our garage wall with this fun collage! 
✦ Delivering medicine during quarantine. =) 
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