
 

 

 

 

Dear Pastor, 
 

Thank you for your continuing support of New Yorkers for Constitutional 
Freedoms. Our organization has been on a path during the course of the last six 
months that we have never walked before. Though confined to the four walls of my 
home or office, I have never worked more hours and been forced to think more 
creatively than I have in recent days. Personally, it has stretched and grown me as 
a leader. I expect you are experiencing the same. 
 

In March, only five days before Legislative Day, our largest fundraising event of the 
year, Governor Andrew Cuomo put New York State on pause. Suddenly, we had to 
communicate with 1,300 expected attendees scattered across the state that the 
event was a no-go and begin the process of cancelling speakers, notifying 
contracted vendors and processing requested refunds. There was no time to plan 
or switch gears. It was simply an unavoidable cancellation. Financially, we took a 
heavy hit. One from which we have not yet fully recovered. Your financial support 
was and is appreciated. 
 

Like you, I have had to pivot in the pandemic moment and innovate new methods 
of continuing our work. As a lobbyist, being denied access to the Capitol was not 
easy. Legislative hearings, sessions and even voting moved to video conference. My 
interaction with elected officials and our lobbying effort became one of texts, 
Facebook messages and tweets. As votes would arise, my cell phone notifications 
would light up with legislators saying things like, “I have thirty seconds until this 
vote closes. Where are you on this bill?” It was more important than ever that we 
were tracking legislative activity in real time and rapidly responding to incoming 
requests. My office became a war room with multiple screens set up to monitor the 
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Senate, the Assembly, various social media platforms, news sites and the 
Governor’s daily press conferences at all hours of the day and night.  
 

This was my fourteenth legislative session, but it was also, by far, the most unusual. 
(Although, admittedly, I did not mind having my feet up in a pair of jeans and boots, 
rather than walking the Capitol halls in a suit and tie during those overnight 
sessions.) 

 

The people I minister to are politicians, but you can identify similarly with the 
sentiment as you think about the sheep you serve. It has not been easy on New 
York’s pastors who are trying to practice biblical submission to civil authorities, 
while balancing the varied needs of their flock. You are ministering via methods 
you have probably not had to utilize before and managing varied opinions on even 
the severity of this public health situation. Some did not previously livestream 
services and quickly had to learn how to preach to an empty room, but an online 
audience. Others learned how to minister to the sick and dying when they could not 
cross a hospital threshold or encourage the despondent and suicidal from afar. 
Many have been struggling with limited income or loss of employment altogether. 
You have been stretched and grown just as I have.  
 

It has been an honor to speak with literally hundreds of you over these last few 
months and help you navigate these unchartered waters. Our organization has 
taken the position that you are the under-shepherd of the local flock, charged with 
its spiritual care and protection. We have strived to support you, not sway you, in 
the direction that God is leading while offering sound counsel and trusted guidance. 
Thank you for the privilege of serving you in this way and know that, as needed, we 
remain ready to assist again. 
 

Under Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s New York Forward plan, the State of New York is 
lifting COVID-19-related restrictions on businesses and other activities through a 
four-phase, region-by-region process. Our office worked to move the Governor and 
his administration to first recognize the safety of drive-in or parking lot services 
and eventually limited capacity, indoor gatherings. According to the 
statewide Reopening New York Guidelines for Religious and Funeral Services, 
churches in Phase Four regions may hold services at “no more than 33% of the 
maximum occupancy for a particular area” and may hold outdoor services for no 
more than 50 individuals. As of July 25, 2020, the entire state has reached Phase 
Four of New York Forward. We are not where we want to be with these restrictions, 
and after schools safely re-open in September (another project we have been 
working on), we’ll again pick up the push for restoring broader religious liberties 
in regard to worship services. 
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As a reminder, New Yorker’s Family Research Foundation, NYCF’s educational arm, 
has a COVID-19 Church Re-Opening Resource. 
 

I am afraid that COVID restrictions are limiting our ability to hold in-person events 
this fall as we have in the past, but we do remain available to visit your 
congregation upon request.  
 

Although we will not be holding our regional brunch or dinners this year, we are 
still releasing our online voter guide with accompanying promotional resources on 
October 1. These resources will be made available digitally to pastors and others 
on our email list. 
 

Again, thank you for the privilege of serving you and your congregation. 
 

In His Service, 
 

Jason J. McGuire 

Executive Director 

New Yorkers for Constitutional Freedoms 
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