
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

  

Max Lucado tells a story about Chippie the 
parakeet. He says: Chippie never saw it coming. 
One second he was peacefully perched in his 
cage. The next he was sucked in, washed up, 
and blown over!  The problems began when 
Chippie's owner decided to clean his cage with 
a vacuum cleaner. She removed the attachment 
from the end of the hose and stuck it in the 
cage.  The phone rang, and she turned to pick it 
up. She'd barely said '”hello” when sssopp!  
Chippie got sucked in.  The bird’s owner 
gasped, put down the phone, turned off the 
vacuum, and opened the bag.  There was 
Chippie – still alive, but stunned.  Since the bird 
was covered with dust and soot, she grabbed 
him and raced to the bathroom, turned on the 
faucet, and held Chippie under the running 
water.  Then, realizing that Chippie was soaked 
and shivering, she did what any compassionate 
bird owner would do.  She reached for the hair 
dryer and blasted the pet with hot air.  Poor 
Chippie never knew what hit him.   

A few days after the trauma, the reporter who'd 
initially written about the event contacted 
Chippie's owner to see how the bird was 
recovering.  “Well,” she replied, “Chippie doesn't 
sing much anymore. He just sits and stares.”   
Lucado notes: “It's hard not to see why.  Sucked 
in, washed up, and blown over – that's enough 
to steal the song from the stoutest heart! ” 

Like Chippie, life sometimes hits us hard out of 
nowhere and steals our song.  No one sails 
through life untouched.  No one really leads a 
charmed fairy-tale life.  2020 has been a giant 
reminder of how very tough life can get.  We, 
along with many, are hurting, facing change, 
broken plans, and unknowns, and are struggling 
to make sense of it all.   

It is so tempting to focus on the negative, 
lamenting our losses.  It is so easy to lose our 
song and to even lose sight of the One who 
gives the song! 

King David knew what it meant to hurt and to 
suffer danger on all sides, but yet he wrote in 
Psalm 103:1-5 – “Praise the Lord, my soul; all 
my inmost being, praise His holy name.  Praise 
the Lord, my soul, and forget not all His 
benefits, who forgives all your sins and heals all 
your diseases, who redeems your life from the 
pit and crowns you with love and compassion, 
who satisfies your desires with good things so 
that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.” 

During this time of upheaval and change, 
inundated by pessimistic events, we find 
ourselves, like David, in need of preaching the 
Gospel to ourselves, daily - Praise the Lord, my 
soul! …for the Father’s goodness, His love, His 
promises and His divine purposes that work 
together for my good and His glory.  

Our prayer for ourselves, and for you, is that the 
Song Giver will fill our hearts with joyful songs 
of praise and confidence, even in the midst of 
feeling sucked in, washed up, and blown over.  

In His love,                                                            
Bill & Priscilla  
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Sucked In, Washed Up, and Blown Over 



	

PRAISE that the Lord is faithfully guiding us as we move 
forward into this next chapter of our story.  WorldTeam 
has agreed that we will retire from full time mission 
service January 31, 2021.  We will then become “World 
Team volunteers”, involved in new ways with Baseball 
Chapel, our churches in the DR, and the ministries 
Priscilla has been part of for many years.  We will be 
sending you more information soon about all the details.  
PRAY that we will finish strong and with His song in our 
hearts.  PRAISE for the faithful leaders that He has 
raised up to whom we are passing on the baton. 

PRAY for strength and protection for Bill who is 
presently in the Dominican Republic.  He is beginning 
the tedious process of sorting, donating, and selling 
furniture and “stuff” and packing up what we will bring 
back to the USA.   PRAISE that we got a great jump-
start on the process through social media advertising to 
our friends in the DR.  Bill reports that the house is 
looking emptier and emptier every day.  Priscilla will join 
him at the end of September to help finish up and then 
we say our goodbyes to the dear believers who have 
become our brothers and sisters during these 37 years. 

PRAISE that our churches, in Santiago and San Pedro, 
are hanging in there, despite all the difficulties and 
restrictions that they face.  They have learned to 
navigate the intricacies of on-line church; care for each 
other well, and even celebrated an on-line wedding 
during these months.  Several church members have 
gotten Covid-19, but so far no fatalities, for which we are 
grateful.  PRAY for many believers that are living with 
the harsh reality of a reduced or no income.  As in the 
days of the early church of Acts, their love for one 
another has become very practical -- generously sharing 
with those in need out of their own financial scarcity.              
If the Lord leads you to donate a love gift to help 
hurting Dominican brothers and sisters, please 
contact us and we will explain how you can do so.  

PRAISE that due to donations from generous friends 
and the wise management by Gerson and Gladys, the 
Christian Conference Center in La Vega has not yet had 
to close down. PRAY for continued provision and 
wisdom as they struggle to keep all the employees on 
reduced salaries, while still paying necessary bills. 
PRAY that very soon the Center will again host groups.  

A N D  P R A Y E R  \ 

PRAY that God will guide the new President, Luis 
Abinader, as he begins to lead the Dominincan 
Republic.  He has promised transparency and to fight 
the rampant, systemic corruption, and has given the 
country renewed hope that things may change.  So far 
he has appointed honest people to positions of 
leadership and has come into power with a balanced 
plan and priorities to help the country to recuperate.  

 

“F A M I L Y   N E W S ”  

 
PRAISE for the safe arrival of Anastasia Grace, Julia 
and Chris’s first baby and our first granddaughter!  She 
is beautiful and has already brought delight and daily 
photos to our family.  We are looking forward to the soon 
arrival of Katy and Mark’s 4th child, their first daughter, 
Grace Katherine Ann.  Priscilla enjoyed spending a few 
weeks with Julia and Chris before and after the delivery 
and now she is with Katy and her family awaiting Grace, 
“The sooner the better!” says Katy, as she keeps up with 
3 active boys!  PRAISE that though Greg and Kelly were 
both sickened with Covid-19, they came through the 
experience strong, though bored from a long quarantine!  
Thankfully, they are both back to work again.  We are 
looking forward to December when they also will 
welcome their first little one, a baby girl!  Yes, it’s true, 
when it rains, it pours!  Three sweet, baby girls; we are 
so very grateful for the Father’s love-gifts to our family! 

Thank you, dear ones, for your prayers on our behalf.             
You have been so faithful to us and to the Lord! 
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