
Furthermore, to all of our amazement, each day that 

Caedmon came to work he appeared to be stronger than the 

day before! He was getting better before our eyes! 

Looking back at those weeks in the village, Kathy and I 

marvel at what happened. Here, the weakest man on our team 

(that many of us thought would never recover), was used by 

God to help us translate Hebrews chapter 11! In fact, it seems 

that some of the words Caedmon helped us translate from 

Hebrews 11:33-34 were words he must have claimed for 

himself.  

 

 

Some people call Hebrews chapter 11 “The Saints’ Hall of 

Fame”. After witnessing what God accomplished through 

Caedmon, Kathy and I are ready to add one more individual 

to our “Saints’ Hall of Fame”. What a blessing to serve with 

men like Caedmon, who are ready to give their all to see 

God’s Word made available to their own people! 
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It was Sunday afternoon, February 2,  2020 

and Kathy and I were almost finished washing our clothes at 

the river. Catching some movement out of the corner of my 

eye, I looked up. About 100 yards away, a solitary figure was 

carefully propelling his dugout canoe upstream in our 

direction. I turned towards Kathy and said, “Do you see what 

I see? I think that’s Caedmon!” Kathy replied, “No, I don’t 

think so. Everyone has been saying he’s very sick.” 

However, once the canoe came closer we realized that it really 

was Caedmon! When he was about 30 feet away we shouted 

“Oro! Oro!” (Welcome! Welcome!) He beached the canoe, 

stepped ashore and with a weak but determined voice said, 

“Turo Dave!” (Good Afternoon!) 

As we shook hands and began talking, I couldn’t help but 

notice that his grip was weak and his hand was cold. He was 

breathing hard after paddling his canoe from his village a mile 

away. So I offered to help him carry his backpack to the house 

and he accepted. This was the beginning of our third week in 

Nindewari village January-March 2020. 

much weaker than most people his age. 

But now Caedmon had arrived to work! I was actually glad but 

concerned. I was glad because I had previously assigned 

Caedmon the job of translating Hebrews chapter 11 into 

Binandere, and this was the chapter we were scheduled to 

translate that week. But I was also concerned because I wasn’t 

sure he was going to live to see Monday morning! I remember 

telling Kathy after dropping him off at our neighbor’s house, 

“We had better pray that Caedmon doesn’t die while he’s 

working with us at the translation desk!” 

  

 

Our first week in the 

village we had heard 

that Caedmon was 

seriously ill. Since 

Caedmon lives in a 

village on the other 

side of the river, we 

could not readily visit 

him, but we did pray 

that God would heal 

him. During our second 

week I saw Caedmon’s 

wife at market and 

asked her how he was doing. She said he was slowly 

recovering from a “really big sick”. 

Caedmon is in his early 60’s and has been working with us 

for almost twenty years. Though he has only an 8th grade 

education, he continues to develope his English reading and 

writing skills. We have been told that many years ago before 

Caedmon started serving on our translation team, he became 

critically ill. His family did not know if he would live or die. 

But God was merciful and Caedmon eventually recovered. 

However, the illness severely affected his health and left him   

 
Caedmon marks first draft of Hebrews completed 

as Wilberforce, Roy and Jonathan look on. 

Thankfully, 

Caedmon 

survived the 

night and 

appeared 

early Monday 

morning  

ready to work. 

Using his 

rough draft, 

we made 

great progress 

fine-tuning 

Hebrews that 

week. 

Those people believed God, 

therefore…in [their] weakness they received strength. 



 

Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, 
faithful in prayer.  Romans 12:12 (NIV) 

1. Please ask God to give all of us (our translation 
team included) health and protection as we work 
in Nindewari, September 24 - November 17. 

2. Please ask the Lord to help us translate 300 
more verses from 1 Corinthians and Romans. 

3. Please pray for our team members who will be 
back translating 1 Thessalonians, Philippians 
and Hebrews chapters 1and 2. 

4. Please ask God to also help our co-translators 
village check these same 2 books and chapters.  

5. Please pray for Kathy as she hopes to continue 
teaching her ladies’ literacy class. Pray that she 
can find a suitable outdoor venue to meet at in 
order to honor current COVID-19 protocols. 

6. Please pray for good working relations with our 
co-translators, back translators and their families.  

7. We together with our children thank you for your 
prayers. Justin & Kelsie and Sarah & Braden are 
each expecting a new baby soon, and Jonita & 
Icey are in the process of moving to a new home. 

 

 

Let the peace of God rule in your hearts 
…and be thankful. Colossians 3:15 (NKJV) 

► We thank God for giving our translation team 
safety, healing and good health thus far this 
year, despite the threat of COVID-19 in PNG. 

► God helped us translate 1 Corinthians chapters 
6-10 and the rest of Hebrews (261 verses). Now 
80% of the Binandere NT has been drafted. 

► Praise God that our back translators finished 
translating Colossians and 2 Timothy. 

► Thank God that our co-translators completed 
village checking Colossians and 2 Timothy. 

► Kathy’s teen girls’ Bible study and ladies’ 
literacy class were well attended and 20 young 
women took part in the memory verse contest. 

► During July and August the Lord helped us 
check Galatians chapters 3-6, Ephesians, 1 
Timothy, Philemon and 1 Peter! Now 70% of the 
Binandere NT has been consultant checked.  

► Thank you for praying for our son Justin during 
and following his appendectomy May 28th. We 
thank God for sparing his life and healing him.   

 

 

Personal Address: Jonathan & Kathy Wilson • SIL PO Box 1 (97) • Ukarumpa, EHP 444 • Papua New Guinea 

Tax deductible gifts can be made out to Wycliffe Bible Translators or Global Ministries Community 

with a separate note stating “Preference for the Wycliffe ministry of Jonathan & Kathy Wilson”. 

You can also Ctrl+Click to follow this link and give online: www.wycliffe.org/partner/jnkwilson. 

Financial Support: Wycliffe Bible Translators • PO Box 628200 • Orlando, FL 32862-8200 

Or: Global Ministries Community • 100 West Park Avenue • Myerstown, PA 17067 

 

Thank you for partnering with us. 

In Christ’s great love, 

 

Kathy and I praise the Lord for giving us 
another wonderful year together. We 

celebrated our 32nd anniversary in August. 

Kathy with some of her Bible verse contestants. 
Kylee, in the orange shirt, memorized 104 Binandere 

Bible verses during the five-week contest. 


