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This coming week, I am involved in a comprehension check on the first 9 
chapters of Genesis, as it has been translated for the Nyengatu people. 
Brazilian missionary Marlon Luz, along with Nyengatu coworker 
Salomão and others have produced this translation while relying on God's 
help and direction. Marlon made a back translation of his work into 
Portuguese so I can get a good feel for how the translation expresses all 
the Biblical terms and language we have come to know so very well in our 
English Bibles. In previous months, I have sent him some observations and 
questions about the translation, which he has used as a basis for working 
with his helpers to improve the text. I have also prepared a lot of questions 
I have regarding how certain passages are being understood. Now comes 
crunch time. This coming week, Marlon and I will sit down with 4 Nyengatu 
helpers and read the text to them. Then I will ask them to tell me in their 
own language what they are understanding from what they heard. Marlon 
will translate their answers back to me in Portuguese. If their initial answers 
leave me with further questions, I will continue to probe, until I am satisfied 
that they have either clearly understood or clearly misunderstood what the 
original text of Scripture is saying. I need your help in prayer. Because both 
the reading of Scripture and the helpers' answers are in a language I don't 
understand, I need the Lord's help to concentrate for hours at a time, 
without allowing my mind to drift. These steps of checking are absolutely 
essential to producing texts of Scripture which are accurate, natural and 
clear. I already know God has high interest in communicating clearly in the 
Nyengatu language to the Nyengatu people. It is a totally awesome 
privilege to work alongside Him and his servants Marlon, Salomão and 
others to get this done. Thank you for joining us in prayer that this effort will 
result in glory for God and joy for the Nyengatu people. 

 


